Eight-Legged Encounters: Using Organismal Biology to Bring Science Education to Families & Communities by Hebets, Eileen A
University of Nebraska - Lincoln
DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln
SciComm 2016 - Lincoln, Nebraska, September
23-24, 2016 SciComm - Effective Science Communication
9-24-2016
Eight-Legged Encounters: Using Organismal
Biology to Bring Science Education to Families &
Communities
Eileen A. Hebets
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, ehebets2@unl.edu
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/scicomm2016
Part of the Life Sciences Commons, Medicine and Health Sciences Commons, Other
Communication Commons, and the Science and Technology Studies Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the SciComm - Effective Science Communication at DigitalCommons@University of
Nebraska - Lincoln. It has been accepted for inclusion in SciComm 2016 - Lincoln, Nebraska, September 23-24, 2016 by an authorized administrator of
DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln.
Hebets, Eileen A., "Eight-Legged Encounters: Using Organismal Biology to Bring Science Education to Families & Communities"
(2016). SciComm 2016 - Lincoln, Nebraska, September 23-24, 2016. 16.
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/scicomm2016/16
Eight-Legged Encounters: Using
Organismal Biology to Bring Science 
Education to
Families & Communities
Eileen A. Hebets
University of Nebraska
ARACHNID???



AMBLYPYGIDS

NINE
audience volunteers
(Fowler-Finn & Hebets, 2006)
How are they 
communicating?

















WHAT IS AN ARTHROPOD?
CREATE A CHELICERATE
ASSEMBLE AN ARACHNID
Order Solifugae
Order 
ThelyphonidaOrder Palpigradi
Order Scorpiones Order Opiliones
Order Ricinulei
Order 
Schizomida
Order 
Amblypygi
Order 
Pseudoscorpiones
Order Acari
Order Araneae
TISSUE PAPER FLOWER
MICROSCOPE MADNESS
Eight-Legged Encounters Impact
Venue # Participants Date
Morrill Hall, Sunday with a Scientist 847 2013
Butterfly Pavilion, CO ~550 2013
Morrill Hall, Sunday with a Scientist 816 2014
Denver Museum of Nature and Science, 
CO
~3,400 2014
USA Science and Engineering Festival, 
Washington DC
~30,000 2016
>35,600 3 years
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The same, 30%
A little less
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Much less
interested, 2%
Figure 2. Change in interest in learning about scientific 
discoveries among adult respondents (n = 63).  
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Figure 3. Youth’s interest in science activities (n = 42).  
Respondents were 50% female, 50% male and ranged in 
age from 4 – 14 with a mean of 7.7.
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